ENGLISH INFLUENCE AT QUEEN'S COLLEGE

Li Hung-Chang on May 17,1884, had agreed with
the French to a memorandum by which he, as
Chinese plenipotentiary, pledged the Son of
Heaven to withdraw all Chinese troops from the
northern provinces of Tongkin, but the war con-
tinued with considerable vigor until April 6, 1885.
It was during this period that Sun, being in Hong
Kong, had an opportunity to discuss the news
of the war as it came through the source of gen-
eral information, drawn in part from the not
always exact press, and in part from the tales of
returned travelers and soldiers. This informa-
tion concerning the progress of the war, perco-
lating through the density of the Chinese
population, came dark and clouded to Sun Yat
Sen. From the very beginning, and for a long
and doubtful time, he heard stories told in the
rice- and tea-shops of the great success of
Chinese arms. The tales of the street elaborated
upon the severe defeats of the French, who had
gone down in windrows of slain before the dar-
ing attacks of the Chinese. The ancient conceit
of the "World China" was again enjoying one
of its delusions.

And the populace embraced these delusions
joyfully. "Of course," some of the village wise-
acres would declare, "of course China is winning
with the ease of a mighty giant. Ha! Ha! Now
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